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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton who is recovering from  


surgery. Also remember his mother.


Sis. Pam Gay’s father.  


Bro. Rick Hulsey struggles with his health


Bro. Dennis Nash in rehab for Parkinson’s


Sis. Tiffney Wiggs recovering from surgery 


Sis. Nancy Woods recovering from a broken


wrist. Check the board in the back for others 


that I do not know about.


The many that are traveling this week.


Our expectant mother Anna Tramell


___________________________________________


Group “C” meeting tonight


After service


___________________________________


Upcoming Dates to Remember





Bible Forum …………………March 22-26


VBS ………………………….June 14-18


Youth Forum ………………...July 9-11


_________________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ross Statham


Song Leader----Dion Clark


Lord's Supper---Mark Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Preston Jackson


   Asst. 2-----Matt Jones


   Asst. 3-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 4-----Chris Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Brad Bowman


2nd Prayer----Lloyd Jackson


Read Scripture---Steve Huff


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---Ken Gay 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Cecil Douthitt


Song Leader-------Malcolm Smith


2nd Prayer------Jeff Lacquement


Read Scripture ---Clay Bowman


Sermon----Joey Jackson


Lord's Supper----Mark Bowman


Announcements----Rodee Bruns


Closing Prayer---Joe Phillips


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Marty Hammond


 Invitation---Dion Clark


 Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Seed For


THOUGHT




















 Not Forsaking





"and let us consider one another to provoke unto


 love and good works; not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting (one another); and so much the more, as 


ye see the day drawing nigh."  (Heb. 10:24-25)





    Is it really important to assemble as children of God every first day of the week? Many people think not as was the case when the Hebrew writer penned these words. For whatever reason some choose not to assemble but the scripture is quite clear. 


     There are those who have argued that the word rendered here as "assembling" means the "society of Christians" i.e. the church, and the object of the writer is to urge them not to apostatize from the Lord. The word, however, is not used in this sense in the New Testament but is used several times to refer to a "gathering together". (II Thess. 2:1; Matt. 23:37; Mk. 1:33) The command is to assemble together to worship God and it is an important duty of Christians to do so. It is also implied that there is blame or fault when this is neglected. 


     Only when we truly understand what is involved in our worshiping together will we realize why it is so important to assemble regularly. We assemble to sing, pray, study, give of our means and proclaim the Lord's death till He comes again. All of these acts of worship are done in obedience to a direct command or the example of New Testament Christians and whether we realize it or not most of these acts of worship can only be done in an assembly of brethren. 


Cont. on page 3








The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Cont from Page 1





While honor and glory to God is its focus, these acts are to provoke us to love and good works. By them we exhort each other to be conformed to the image of Christ. (Rom. 8: 29) We must understand that in this sense they cannot be done outside the assembly of Saints. 


     Assembling together as saints is not some social event but a conscious act of worship. It is an expression of the covenant that we have with a living God. Jesus said, " But the hour cometh, and now is when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: for such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth." (Jn. 4: 23-24) The emphasis is "in spirit and truth" and to try to worship in some setting that does not adhere to "spirit and truth" is false worship.


     In contrast to one who set at naught Moses' law the writer says, " of how much sorer punishment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 


(Heb 10: 29)


     Rather than a discretionary matter along with other things we want to do, may we all come to see "worship together" as a blessing not to be forsaken.  


			JP


__________________________________


Coming and Going





Humility leads to the fear of God;


The fear of God leads to humility








the circumstances of the weak, efforts that are underway to convert lost souls to Christ, etc.  These items will be prayed for, and having awareness of these matters helps to “personalize” the prayer for each one. 2. Come to every service to edify.  There are many ways to edify the brethren when we assemble, but certainly one of the most powerful ways is to petition God on their behalf.  When we know of needs and we want to help in every way possible, our zeal and regard for prayer heightens.  “Amen” is truly heartfelt and genuine. 3. Prepare for prayer.  As we reach the time that is set aside for prayer, be ready to pray.  Consider it a special time allotted to talk to God..  Get the children settled.  Clear your mind.  For some, it helps to physically change their posture.  Think of the needs of the congregation and of individuals.  Listen---really listen. 4. Listen carefully to the announcements.  If properly organized and communicated, the purpose of the announcements is to give the congregation a “check list” for prayer.  Those who are sick, out of town, meetings in the area, visitors, etc. should serve to direct the content of the prayers and every member has advance notice of what will be in the prayers. 5. Make general statements specific.  Though comments voiced in prayer are often general (“Lord, please help those who are sick”), you may make it more specific in your mind by thinking, “Lord, please help Aunt Mary to be well.”  This “filling in the blanks” approach will help concentration and petition the help needed by the specific person.


In short, concentration on what we are about in prayer will greatly benefit us and surely please almighty God.


					





and speaks his affirmation and desire that God would bring this to pass.


    “Amen” should never be habitual or just for show.  It should be the sincere, understood statement in support of what has been said.  It requires concentration and attention.  As with our other efforts at worship, it is easy to be distracted and uninformed to the extent that we really don’t know if “Amen” is suitable.


    Is the Prayer Suitable for an Amen? Before saying “So let it be” it is important that the content be understood.  There have been many prayers offered that are not in order with God’s purposes.  Some are issues of content and some of attitude.


    Would Jesus have said “Amen” to every prayer He heard?  In Matthew 6, He spoke of prayers that were offered by men so “that they may be seen of men” (verse 5).  In verse 7, He said there were those who “use vain repetitions . . . thinking they would be heard for their much speaking.”  The hypocritical attitudes made these prayers vain and required that Jesus give an example of how a prayer of humility would be offered.  Not every prayer is suitable for an “Amen”.


    Is an “Amen” fitting for a prayer asking God to bless an effort that is not in accord with God’s pattern for the local church?  Should we wish “So let it be” when a brother uses the public setting to pray for his own selfish purposes?  We must carefully listen to content before adding our affirmation.


     Being a good listener during prayer takes practice and determination.  To comprehend the content of prayers when styles change from brother to brother is the accomplishment of a heart that loves the Lord and the brethren.  It takes attention to 


several important items: 1. Be involved in the work.  Probably no Christian misunderstands that being a stranger to the work makes you a stranger to other prayers.  You need to know the sick,








“Amen!”   My earliest memory of the word brings back images of a quiet church building, bowed heads, and several brethren kneeling on one knee.  At the end of what seemed (to me) to be a very lengthy prayer, I remember the deep rumbling of male voices resounding “Amen” to the thoughts that had been uttered.


    “Amen!”  I can remember that Irven Lee, Granville Tyler and others who held gospel meetings would say it louder than the regular members.  Was this why we invited a preacher in for a meeting?  To experience their “Amens”? 


    As I grew older and grew to a more perfect understanding of the use of “Amen”, I realized that every congregation needed “Amens” every service.  Not just when the visiting preacher was in town.  The congregation benefits from this outward expression of a unified effort in praying.


    When a collection of Christians are assembled, it is right that prayer—fervent prayer—be a part of their efforts to worship and edify.  Most of the time prayer is led by one of the men and is spoken so all can hear.  As he speaks to God, he represents one party in this approach to God—the party that prays out loud.  The other party participates just as much in spirit, but is silent.


    The speaking member is forced to center his mind on the expressions of this voice., but the prayer is that of all assembled and needs active mental participation for it to represent each one’s heart.  Such involvement by all provides the setting for all to agree on that which is spoken to God.


    When an “Amen” is expressed, it is affirming that what has been spoken is true, right, and should be.  ”So let it be” is another way of saying “Amen.”  The listener has heard and understood what has been expressed, is in agreement








How to Say “Amen!”


By Ed Culp











